Dear Supporter,

Will you give a deafblind child the chance to go on a truly life-changing holiday?

The feather attached to this letter may be light, but to a little girl called Jessica, it is laden with memories.

Jessica is deaf, and has severely impaired sight. But she doesn’t let her disabilities stand in her way. She is full of enthusiasm for life and, last summer, she was able to enjoy a week of fun activities on her first Sense holiday at Macaroni Wood, in the Cotswolds.

Jessica brought a feather back home with her, just like the one attached to my letter. Whenever she touches it and feels its silky softness on her fingers, she is filled with happy memories of her holiday.

There, Jessica stroked a chicken’s soft feathers and held a warm, freshly laid egg in her hand for the very first time. And because her hearing and sight are limited, the softness of the feather and the warmth of the egg instantly brought the world around her to life – a world that, for children like Jessica, can often be a lonely and confusing place.

As one of the staff at Macaroni Wood, I saw how Jessica used her sense of touch to explore her surroundings. I saw for myself, too, how much fun she had as she made new discoveries and got to know the other children on her holiday. And when I helped Jessica handle the fragile egg with such care, I was reminded about how, just like the egg, she needs gentle nurturing to develop and grow.

But to provide this specialised support to children like Jessica, and to give them an experience that could make a lasting difference to their life, we desperately need your help. And for that reason, I am writing to you today.

Will you send £10 to help a deafblind child go on holiday and give them happy memories that they can hold onto forever?

Your gift of £10 could enable a deafblind child like Jessica to develop their senses and experience the world in their own special way – because £10 could pay for a pottery class, where they can feel the soft, slippery clay ooze through their fingers.

This is just one of the sensory activities that, every year, so many deafblind children are eager to experience. Already, we have been inundated with applications on behalf of children who could benefit from a Sense holiday. But this year, it will be harder than ever to meet this demand.

Caring for children like Jessica can, in some cases, be expensive for families – parents often give up work, for example, in order to support their deafblind child. And so we make sure that Sense holidays are free for children and their families. But as a result, funding them puts significant pressure on our finances. In the current economic climate, our finances are under more strain than ever. Unless we urgently raise more money, so many deafblind children in need of a Sense holiday might not be able to experience one.

That’s why I hope I can count on you today. From your support, I can see you understand that stimulating a deafblind child’s senses on a Sense holiday will help their awareness of the world – and their confidence – grow.

And if you look at the enclosed card, you can see how a gift from you would enable a deafblind child to discover even more about their surroundings on a Sense holiday. Jessica’s pictures and captions show you some of the things she did at Macaroni Wood – including, of course, her adventures with the chicken and the egg.

Jessica is very curious and inquisitive about the world around her – and she was able to make many discoveries on her holiday. When she went swimming, she experienced the unique sensation of floating in the pool, with the water lapping gently against her skin. And on a sailing trip, Jessica found out what it was like to feel the cool breeze on her cheeks and the gentle rhythm of the boat bobbing on the lake.

You could help a child like Jessica to experience these special feelings on holiday – and to treasure them long after they return home.

Even now, Jessica can ‘sign’ the names of her carer and everyone else she met on holiday. And caressing the soft feather still brings a beaming smile to her face. So please send £10 today and enable a child like Jessica to go on a Sense holiday – a holiday that could help them understand more about the world around them, and make a lasting difference to their life.

With my very best wishes,

Anja Hess

Holiday Leader, Sense

P.S. This year, we will face a struggle to provide places on our holidays for all the deafblind children who need them. Please send a donation today – and help ensure that as many children as possible are able to experience a life-changing Sense holiday.
