Sense Branches
What are Branches?

Branches are groups of local people who are interested in deafblindness and other associated disabilities who come together to offer each other mutual support. They can campaign for services and the needs of deafblind people, share information, experiences and ideas and have fun socialising together.

Sense was founded in the 1950’s as a self-help and mutual support group by parents of young deafblind people.  Today this ethos continues through the network of branches that can be found all around the country.

The needs of deafblind people, their families and carers are central to Sense’s work.  Sense is strongly committed to quality services for deafblind and multiply disabled people.  Branches have a vital role to play in ensuring Sense achieves these goals.

Who are branches for?

Branches are for anyone who has an interest in deafblindness and/or associated disabilities:

· deafblind people, congenital and acquired

· parents with deafblind children
· carers of older deafblind people
· parents who are deafblind and their children

· people with Usher and their families
· siblings, grandparents, aunties, uncles etc. of deafblind people
· friends of deafblind people, families or of Sense

· volunteers
· professionals
... in other words everyone is welcome!
What can they do?

Each of Sense’s Branches is individual and has a different focus depending on the needs of its members. It is hard to draw comparisons but Branches can do some or all of the following:

· help overcome feelings of isolation among parents, carers and deafblind people

· be a point of contact, help individuals meet others in similar situations and answer immediate family needs

· allow the sharing of information, experiences, ideas and problems

· voice the needs and opinions of branch members and influence policy at Sense

· provide a focus for campaigns for services

· make use of Sense’s support with administration, resources and training 

· meet regularly at a national forum, which in turn has a representative on Sense’s Council.

Where are Sense Branches?

	Branch 
	Area

	Avon
	old Avon Boundaries

	South West, Devon 
	Devon

	East Anglia
	East Anglia: Norfolk, Suffolk and Lincolnshire

	Essex 
	Essex

	Kent
	Kent

	Northern Ireland
	Northern Ireland - although mostly centres around Belfast

	North West 
	Cheshire, Greater Manchester and Lancashire 

	North and Mid Wales
	North and Mid Wales 

	South Coast Branch
	The south coast from Hastings to Newhaven

	HSI UK
	National group of people who are Hearing and Sight Impaired


How can I get involved?

To find out more about Branches, please contact Membership team
Tel: 0845 127 0060  Textphone: 0845 127 0062 Fax: 0845 127 0061 

E-mail: members@sense.org.uk  
Website: www.sense.org.uk.  
Alternatively, you can contact your local branch, or any branch you would like to be part of or is convenient for you, directly:
Sense Avon Branch
Contact: Mandie Lewis

74 Pendennis Park

Brislington

Bristol
BS4 4JN
Tel: 0117 987 7927
Email: mandie.lewis@blueyonder.co.uk
Sense North and Mid Wales
Contact: Jane Plant
Godre'r Graig

Pentre

Minera
Wrexham

LL11 3DP
Tel: 01978 757658 / 07969 404529
Sense South West, Devon Branch
Contact: Peter Holman

36 Chudleigh Road,

Kingsteignton,

Newton Abbot,

Devon

TQ12 3JU

Tel: 01626 438446
E-mail: pmmholman@talktalk.net
Sense East Anglia Branch
Contact: Liz Royle

The Lanterns

Church Lane

Playford

Ipswich

Suffolk 
IP6 9DS
Tel: 01473 622443
Sense Essex Branch
Contact: Peggy Keeble
17 Gladwyns

Lee Chapel North

Basildon

Essex 
SS15 5HZ

Tel: 01268 544593

Email: sense_essex@hotmail.com 

Sense Kent Branch
Contact: Sue Turner
Spring Grove

Goudhurst Road 

Marden Tonbridge 

Kent 
TN12 9NW

Tel: 01622 831345       

E-mail: sgturner@talktalk.net
Sense North West Branch
Contact: Brenda Carter
3 The Briars

Eccleston

Chorley

Lancashire 
PR7 5UB

Tel: 01257 451920

E-mail: jackcarter@talktalk.net
Sense Northern Ireland Branch
Contact: Muriel and Tom Mathers
11 The Coaches

Brown Brae

Croft Road

Holywood 
BT18 0LE
Tel: 028 9042 1475

Email: murielmathers@btinternet.com
Sense South Coast Branch
Contact: Betty Scott

6 Anguilla Close

Harbour South

Eastbourne

BN23 5TS

Tel: 01323 471 747

Email: sussexpier@aol.com
HSI UK (Hearing Sight Impaired UK)

Contact: Des Lucy

1 Dunkery Rise

Ashford

Kent

TN24 8QX

Tel: 01233 627742 / 07598129700

Email: desanddiane.lucy@sky.com 
